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MEETING oF CouNocIL. 


A meeting of Council was held on June 16th, but 
space compels us to hold over till next week a report 
of the latter half of the meeting, which really con- 
tains all that was of importance. 

Amongst the correspondence read hy the secretary 
will be found another of the wearisome epistles 
which Sir Henry Simpson thinks fit to inflict upon 
Her Majesty’s Privy Council. It refers to the 
attempt of the Council to run their educational 
scheme with the assistance and approval of the 
schools, Over and over again has the Council in its 
efforts to improve the knowledge and acquirements 
of the candidates for a diploma, recognised the fact 
that any alteration of examinations means an altera- 
tion of the teaching. ‘The teaching and examining 
of students are so inseparably related that any 
ordinary intelligence cannot fail to see that altera- 
tion of one means disturbance of the other. The 
teaching is a matter entirely in the hands of the 
schools ; the examining is as completely in the hands 
of the Council. It would be the grossest fully for 
either interest to fail to appreciate the other, and 
the Council therefore desire the assistance and co- 
operation of the schools in their endeavour to assure 
that no man shall enter the profession who has not 
been properly taught his business. ‘To attain this 
end the Council have decided to invite Principals of 
Schools and examiners to a conference so that the 
very best arrangements may be made—so that every 
interest shall be represented and that the question 
may be examined from every point of view. The 
formal notice of this conference has been seized up- 
ou by Sir Henry Simpson as an opportunity to mis- 
represent to the Privy Council the state of affairs. 
Instead of noticing it us an indication of caution 
and courtesy it is represented as the climax of ignor- 
ance, and the Privy Council are told that the con- 
ference is necessitated by “a deadlock ” due to the 
absence of examiners onthe Council. There is no 
deadlock ; and the altered constitution of the Coun- 
cil has not yet shown any deficiency amongst its 
members of either intelligence or techuical know- 
ledge. Sir Henry Simpson may safely pose before 
the Privy Council as an authority on education and 
the method of examining veterinary students; he 
was well advised to assume no such role when his 
presence graced the Council in Red Lion Square. 
‘The existing Council is infinitely superior in ability, 
in earnestness and in appreciation of our wants to 
any Council which has existed during the last twenty 


years. It is an easy matter tu swim with the cur- 
rent in fair weather; it is another thing to attack 
vested interests_and to face the storm of an opposi- 
tion which recognises no responsibility and hesitates 
at no possible advantage. 


Tue ParuiaAMENTARY (COMMITTEE. 


Amongst the Committees of Council elected annually is 
a ‘ Parliamentary Committee ’’ which has had no duties 
to perform since 1881. Possibly it does no harm, and 
affords some satisfaction to its members but it is an 
anomaly, and we have never been able to understand its 
existence. The men elected have always been chosen 
| from that favoured few who have either titles or money, 

and so it has come to be looked upon as an extra select 

Committee. If if be necessary for our Council to have 
/an ornamental Committee perhaps this is a reason for its 
existeuce, but we have a very strong feeling that Com- 
mittees are simply business arrangements, and that any 
utterly useless divisions are so much waste of men and 
waste of time. The reformed Council might have risen 
to the occasion and dispensed with this superfluous body, 
but the old Adam is strong within us and we still retain 
a Committee which is not wanted, which has been useless 
for ten years, and which is likely to remain useless for 


another decade. 








Cop SHoKxina, 


On another page we print some remarks of Lord 
Wolseley’s, concerning cold-shoeing in the Army. Per- 
haps it is only fair to state that his lordship prefaced his 
remarks by saying that he was an infantry officer. The 
information was superfluous as no one with any knowledge 
would have imagined his ideas emanated from a cavalry 
officer. They are essentially the notions of a man who 





knows little of horses and less of shoeing. It is just 
possible the reporter has done Lord Wolseley an injustice 
and written “cold-shoeing” instead of “machine made 
shoes.” There is, we need hardly say, a great difference, 
and yet it is scarcely possible that some such mistake has 
not occurred, Lord Wolseley is reported to have said 
that “careful inquiry was made in London before adopt- 
ing cold-shoeing, and it was found that the great bulk of 
horses used in ordinary work, both in carriages and as 
hacks” were shod “cold.” Whoever supplied such in- 
formation to the authorities, either made no enquiries or 
wilfully stated what was untrue. — 

Not one per cent. of the horses in London are subjected 
to cold-shoeing, and only a small proportion are shod 
with machine made shoes. A good shoe is an important 
part of shoeing, but a well-fitted shoe is still more im- 
portant, and farriers can only excel in their art when 
practically acquainted with every branch of the work. 
Machine-made shoes may or may not be good, but cold- 
shoeing is at best only a poor substitute for hot-fitting, 
whether shoes are made by hand or by machinery. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES 





CASTRATION WITHOUT CAS'TING, 
By JonatHan Bunnett, M.R.C.V.S. Heywood, Lancs 


I think there is very little doubt about the stand- 
ing operation being decidedly the best of all the 
different forms of operating, provided the operation 
is nicely and carefully performed. In the majority 
of cases it is over very quickly ; on the average from 
two to three minutes. Asarule the colts do not 
sweat, consequently they are not so liable to take 
cold. There is no risk of breaking backs from 
throwing, neither is the hcemorrhage of any conse- 
quence—imerely a few drops from the cutting of the 
scrotum. [do not think they suffer from such 
severe constitutional symptoms afterwards. I bave 
seen and operated on many where the wrinkles have 
never left the sheath, such was the absence of any 
swelling. In my opinion the great drawback to 
the old plan of operating with clams, besides throw- 
ing down, was leaving the clams on much too long, 
for you generally get strong adhesions in 48 hours 
which require to be broken down before you can 
get the cords up. This is very often the cause of 
peritonitis being set up, so also is leaving the testi- 
cles on. I take them off when I put the clams on. 
I use new clams and rings to every colt, and as soon 
as I take them off burn them. They are made of 
American Hickory and as I get them very cheap I 
order them by the gross, in three sizes so as to suit 
the size of the colt. 

I like this operation better than the Ecraseur for 
two reasons—no throwing, and much less hcemor- 
rhage. Asa rule | prefer it to the operation by the 
Actual Cautery, for there is much less swelling, 
much less risk—from not casting, and less chance 
from taking cold through sweating. Another 
advantage is that it does not require half so much 
help; which is a great consideration on some little 
isolated farms. In substantiation of my opinions I 
may state that the farmers about our neighbourhood 
who have watched the operation for several years 
will not have their colts thrown now on any con- 
sideration—in fact | have not heard of one being 
thrown this year in the Lancashire districts. 

If you think these few short notes are worth in. 
sertion in your valuable paper you are at perfect 
liberty to insert them. 


LAMINITIS AS A SEQUEL 'TO RETENTION 
OF PLACENTA IN MARES. 


By W. Huntine, Junr., Leicestershire. 


In the practice in which I am assistant several of 
these cases have occurred. It has been a bad foaling 
seuson, many mares having produced dead foals at 
full time, while others have aborted and retained the 





placenta, which, if left in for over ten hours, has 
been followed by laminitis. but if removed soon after 
the abortion has caused no bad effects. After re- 
moval of a retained placenta straining occurs, and 
large quantities of a chocolate coloured fluid are ex- 
pelled from the uterus. This discharge generally 
lasts for several days, and when it ceases the lame- 
ness rapidly improves. The pulse in these cases is 
very quick, the temperature not showing a propor- 
tionate rise. The treatment consists of injections 
of saturated solution of Boracic Acid into the uterus, 
immediate removal of shoes, if any are on, lowering 
wall of foot, so as to take bearing off and thus ease 
the sensitive laminz of wall. Very little other 
treatment is required, and perfect recovery ensues 
rapidly. Whether contagious or not I do not know, 
but a second case has occurred at three different 
farms which is certainly suggestive. Does the de- 

composition of the placenta give rise to a poisonous 
product which becoming absorbed by the blood pro- 

duces this lameness? If these cases are due to some 
germ, a certain number of them are sure to be ex- 

pelled with the discharge, and may have the power 
of reproducing abortion in other mares on the pre- 

mises. Are these mares likely to abort again next 

year; and why should retention of placenta in mare 
for only a few hours cause these symptoms? Cows 

may retain the membranes for a week without any 

serious result. I hope some of your correspondents 

will say if their foaling experience in different dis- 

tricts is at all similar to mine, as locality and season 

have such marked etiological effects upon disease. 


PROTRUSION OF FLOATING COLON PER 
RECTUM IN GELDING. 
By Sam Cuamsers, M.R.C.V.S. 





On Monday the 13th inst. about midnight I was 
called to attend a bay carriage gelding, 16 hands 
high and about 10 years old, which was said to be 
in pain and had a red substance protruding from the 
rectum. The cause of the protrusion was unknown, 
as when put in the field about noon same day he 
was allright, and had had no sprain, slip or over- 
work to the knowledge of the owner. On examina- 
tion I found the rectum itself allright, but within it 
and protruding from it was part of the floating colon 
extending out of the anus about two feet, and turned 
inside out. I saw very plaivly the state of things, 
and made an unsuccessful attempt to return the 
bowel, more to please the owner than anything else. 
The horse was pole-axed immediately afterwards by 
my advice. I made a post-mortem examination, and 
on applying traction from within was able to draw 
the protruded mass back again into the abdominal 
cavity, but. not withont further injury to it. The 
protrusion commenced about the junction of 
rectum and colon, the most probable cause being, 
in my opinion, a slip on to the haunches when gal- 
loping. 
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THE EDUCATIONAL REFORMS AND THE 
PUBLIC INTEREST. 





The me:nbers of the veterinary profession with 
few exceptions are in favour of a higher general 
education and desire to see the four years schome 
introduced as soon as possible. We wish these re- 
forms introduced so that—we may raise ourselves to 
the level of other professions ; that our young men 
may be able to grasp professional ‘subjects more 
thoroughly ; to give the teachers more time to im- 
part knowledge to their pupils ; and above all things 
because w. desire to provide the agricultural and 
horse keeping public with thoroughly efficient veter- 
inary advises. 

There is another consideration, generally shirked, 
but well worthy of serious consideration, namely, 
that these measures may perhaps act as a restriction 
upon an inordinate output of practitioners. The dan- 
gers of overcrowding are very real, and though they 
may threaten the pockets of our people in the first 
place, there can be very little doubt that the public 
will be indirect sufferers also and to a very serious 
extent. 

In order to show the baneful effects of overcrowd- 
ing in the sister profession I refer to a remark made 
by Dr. Rentoul before the Select Committee after 
the registration of midwives in the House of Com- 
mons. 

ln answer to a question by Mr. J. A. Bright, Dr. 
Rentoul said “ There were far to many doctors and if 





A code of ethics is a very fine thing for men who 
are not hungry, but “an empty stomach has no 
ears” and it is simple nonsense to preach etiquette 
to a man who is hunting for food for his wife and 


children. “If he cannot live honestly, he will do 
it dishonestly.” Such a man has a code of his 
own :— 


“The good old rule, the simple plan, 
That they shall take who have the power 
And they shall keep who can.” 

The educational reforms may or may not diminish 
the number of practitioners, but they will, at any 
rate, tend to attract a more moneyed class of man ; 
and these men having something to fall back upon 
besides their professional income, will be less 
tempted to victimise the public when the evil days 
come, which are most certainly in store for us if we 
continue as now. 

What better example can we have of the effects 
| of overcrowding than the opposition to the Charter 
by Professors McCall and Williams. There are no 
| fewer than three schools in Scotland, one, Dick’s, is 
,endowed. The other two fear that if the reforms are 
‘carried their income will diminish, and so they 

oppose them. Their bnsiness is to manufacture 
veterinary surgeons with such appliances as they can 
command ; if the public and the profession demand 
more knowledge than heretofore, another teacher at 
£150 a year wilt have to be engaged, expenses will 
| be increased, the business will not pay quite so well ; 
hence more or less plausible objections are raised. 
| The whole affair lies in a nut shell, it is simply 





a man could not get his living honestly he would do | agricultural and professional interests versus the 
it dishonestly.” 1 do not wish to point out the | interests of Professors McCall and Williams. 

lowering effect too much competition would have | “ Peacritionse.” 
upon the profession; but 1 would like to remind | 
your readers that there are many unworthy tricks | 
that can be played upon the public,and which in the | 
struggle for existence might be resorted to. Dr. | 
Rentoul said “if a man could not get his living | a 
honestly he would get it dishonestly.”” What applies | The indignation of some correspondents about the 
to the medical man applies just as well to the veter- | elections of Vice- Presidents is a very good sign; for 


THE COUNCIL AND THE PROFESSION, 


inarian. 


The first duty of the profession is to the public; | are watched. 1f 
and it is our business to see that our people shall not | it must always ce 


be tempted by undue and unfair competition to vic- 
timise the public. 

In a recent publication of The Record it was stated 
that within the last ten years nearly 800 more men 
entered the profession than died. Last year, if the 
annual report is correct, 122 new men were regis- 
tered and 59 men died, in other words there were 
more than two new men to take the place of every 
deceased practitioner. 

It appears that the ‘four years scheme will only 
come into force in April 1895, so that during the 
next three years at any rate, we may expect to find 
a repetition of what happened last year—two men to 
every deceased one. Of course these men must be 
accommodated somewhere and they must live—and 
no doubt they willlive honestly. But it requires no 


great mastery of arithmetic to understand that if 
two men constantly replace une, a time must soon 
come when an honest livelihood will not be easy of 











attainment. 





it shows how keenly the proceedings of the Council 
If the profession intends to progress 
mand from its candidates an ex- 
planation of what may appear to be neglect of their 
pledges. You have already in your foot-notes en- 
deavoured to explain shortly why you approve of 
the election of Messrs. Brown and Williams as Vice- 
Presidents, but it appears desirable to go into the 
matter a little more fully. 

I have always held the opinion that each school 
should have an official mouthpiece on the Council, 
I believe that this is generally recognised. When 
the new charter was first spoken of it was suggested 
that the Principals of schools, Director General, 
A.V.D., and the head of the Veterinary Department 
of the Board of Agriculture, should be ex officio 
members, holding a position similartothe Treasurer N 
i.e.. without a vote; if they desired to acquire a 
vote, they must submit to election in the usual way ; 
unless duly elected they would only have a con- 
sultative voice in matters bearing upon their special 
branch. However, these ideas were not entertained. 
So long as matters went smoothly, it did not matter, 
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but as soon as professional and professorial interests 
clashed, the absurdity of the present system became 
lpable. For either one of two things must 
appen: if the schools were to be represented the 
Principals must be returned, but in two cases at any 
rate they do not represent the opinions of their 
electors, This year Professor McCall was sent to 
Council because he was supposed to support the 
Charter as asked for by the Council. and Professor 
Williams was rejected because he held otber views. 
The New College lost its munth-piece and Glasgow 
got represented, though “I express no opinion as 
to the tactics employed by either side” 

It was known to the Council, before the profession 
was generally aware of the fact, that Messrs. McCall 
and Williams were going to attack the very existence 
of the Council through the new charter. It was 
little short of a certainty that if two of the schools 
were without a voice on the Council, it would afford 
the opponents of the charter a splendid opportunity 
to raise plausible obstructions which might have 
very disastrous results. And therefore the Council, 
far from being blameworthy for electing Professor 
Williams, as would appear to those who were not 
behind the scenes, is I consider worthy of com- 
mendation, because, by a little simple diplomacy it 
has cut the only solid ground for objection from 
under his feet. As regards Prof. Brown who is said, 
and rightly so perhaps, to take little interest in pro- 
fessional politics—he was not elected for politics 
but because he is a Principal. He has never opposed 
the Charter, probably he does not care a jot whether 
we get one or not, and he will support the fonr years 
acheme, 

Our electors will see that things might have been 
very much worse. At tlie present crisis we are 
bound to have the Principals un the Council to dis- 
arm opposition to the Charter, and to assist in the 
educational scheme. ‘The apparent want of con- 
sistency is due to the old-fashioned machinery of our 
Council, and not to any reversion of feelings in its 
members——the exact opposite is the case. It is not 
always advisable to show the reverse side of all 
political moves, but as our hand has been forced I 
think it right to honestly explain my motives and 
stand by the result. I sincerely hope that our 
electors and your correspondents’ confidence in our 
zeal for their interests will not suffer until some 
better grounds are shewn than heretofore. 


A Memser or Councit. 


(We publish this explanation with pleasure, and hope it 
m*y have the effect of satisfying any members who doubted 
th: bona-fides of our representatives. Possibly too it may 
suggest a compromise to the Principals of schools who are 
alarmed for their own interests. The Counvil might, on the 
withdrawal of Professors McCall and Williams’ petition, 
accede to a clause by which all Principals should hold an 
ex-officio seat on the Council, giving them a voice in all 
matters and a vote when they cared to stand for the ordinary 
election.—Ep. | 


CattLte Disrasr.—Mr. Chaplin, replying on Wednesday 
to Mr. Darling, stated that the diminution of pleuro-pneu- 
monia had been so great that the time had arrived for the 
relaxation of the restrictions with reference to the metro- 
politan cattle markets. He hoped to make some proposal 


to that effect in a few days. 





VETERINARY SOCIETIES 


SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 





A meeting of this Association was held in the North 
Eastern Hotel, Darlington, on Friday, June 3rd, 1892, 
Mr. W, Awde, president, in the chair. There were also 
present Messrs. F. R. Stevens, W. T. Briggs, G. J. Har- 
vey and W. N. Dobbing, Darlington ; G. T. Pickering, 
York ; G. E. Nash, Richmond ; H. H. Roberts, Coundon ; 
and Jno. Nettleton, Northallerton. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from Pro- 
fessors Walley, Williams, and Mr. J. E. Peele, Dur- 
ham. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and confirmed. 

The Secretary read copy of petition forwarded by 
Professors Williams and McCall to Her Majesty the 
Queen, and after considerable discussion it was resolved 
that the secretary inform Professor Williams that as the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons had 
always controlled the education of the veterinary students 
by fixing the standard of the examination for the ad- 
mission of new members of the veterinary profession it 
was not considered advisable to shift the responsibility 
from them to Her Majesty’s Privy Council or even to 
allow them the right of vetoing any action which the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. might be pleased to take in the 
future. 

Mr. G. J. Harvey, M.R.C.V.S., Darlington, and Mr. 
Alexander Neish, M.R.C.V.S., Northallerton, were 
nominated for membership. 

Mr. Stevens proposed that in future visitors who come 
to the meetings to read papers should have dinner or tea 
tickets presented to them as the case may be. Seconded 
by Mr. Roberts and carried unanimously. 

The election of officers for the ensuing year was then 
proceeded with as follows :—President, Mr. F. R. 
stevens, M.R.C.V.S., Darlington ; vice-presidents, Mr. 
W. T. Briggs, M.R.C.V.S., Darlington, Mr. H. H. 
Roberts, M.R.C.V.S., Coundon; treasurer, Mr. G. E. 
Nash, M.R.C.V.S., Richmond ; secretary, Mr. W. Awde, 
F.R.C.V.S., Barnard Castle ; auditors, Mr. W. T. Briggs, 
M.R.C.V.S., Darlington, Mr. H. Gelsthorpe, M.R.C.V.S., 


Darlington. 


PARTURITION IN THE MARE AND SOME OF 
ITS COMPLICATIONS. 
By Mr. W. T. Briaeas. 


Mr. President.and Gentlemen, the subject I am about 
to introduce to your notice is ove of great interest aud 
considerable importance to the country practitioner. The 
period of gestation is usually from 11 to 12 months in 
the mare, and there is an old saying that a hare and a 
mare carry their youngayear. Abouta fortnight before 
the mare is due to foal she should be placed at night ina 
comfortable loose box, which has been thoroughly cleansed 
and disinfected. If an agricultural mare, she may still do 
light work, but it is not advisable to put her into shafts ; 
if light bred she may be turned into a field or gently 
exercised when the weather permits. The signs of ap- 
proaching parturition are :—fulness of the mamma, with 
oozing of a pale waxy fluid or milk from the teats, the 
quarters drop in, the vulva becomes swollen and moist 
and there is more or less restlessness. The mare is a 
very shy and sensitive creature at the time of parturition 
and in the wild state has been known to travel many 
miles in search of a secluded spot to bring forth her 
young. It is therefore advisable when she is about to 
foal not to remain by her, but to leave the box and wait 
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until she has laid down before rendering her any 
necessary assistance, or the probability is, she will foal 
standing and cause injury to the foal if it should fall on 
the ground. Some owners are very particular in having 
the umbilical cord tied after the foal has breathed and 
then separating mother and offspring by cutting the 
cord. ‘here may be some advantage in this. The um- 
bilical cord in the foal is no doubt stronger than that of 
any other animal, consequently there is sometimes great 
resistance in separation by the ordinary method which 
causes dragging on the tender body of the foal and pro- 
bably injury. The cord may break off either too short 
or too long, if the former, hemorrhage might occur, if 
the latter, there is a danger of the mother treading upon 
it and injuring the foal when it attempts to rise; by tying 
and cutting this will be avoided. There is also a proba- 
bility that pervious urachus would be prevented. After 
a normal but difficult parturition either from weakness 
or a very large foal, or both, there may be much prostra- 
tion, the mare should be offered a good supply of oatmeal 
or linseed gruel to drink and if necessary a stimulant 
administered ; if there has been much sweating the body 
should be thoroughly dried or she will soon become cold, 
She should not be left until she is quite dry and comfor- 
table. The foal must not be overlooked, the mare may 
be encouraged to lick, it and if it appears to be weak let 
it be fed with some of its mother’s milk and in all pro- 
bability with a little assistance it wil) soon be able to rise 





and take its own supply. 
The complications at the time of parturition and after- | 
wards are somewhat numerous, therefore I will only men- | 
tion those which are most likely to occur, viz. :—Inability | 
to bring forth the foetus, from abnormal presentations, 
which are numerous, deformity, or impervious 0s uteri, | 
retention of the placenta, after-pains, post-partum | 
hemorrhage, inversion of the uterus, rupture of the 
uterus, metritis and parturient laminitis. During the 
time that I had the opportunity of attending cases of 
parturition I always felt a great amount of uneasiness 
when called upon to assist a mare. In my opinion this 
is the most delicate animal we have to deal with, and a 
very little interference will sometimes cause vexatious 
results, whilst being of large money value generally, one | 
feels considerable responsibility. When called on to 
attend a case of parturition the first question will 
naturally be, how long has this mare been in labour! If 
she has been over an hour and the pains are strong, J 
generally give a large dose of tincture of opium before 
sommencing to make an examination, it soothes her and 
partially controls the expulsive efforts. A normal par- 
turition in the mare is generally of short duration, the 
contractions of the uterus being very powerful. When 
parturition is delayed she soon becomes distressed, but the 
opiate quietens her and gives the operator a better 
opportunity of exploring the womb. Do not forget to 
ascertain if the animal is quiet ; should there be a doubt 
secure the near hind leg with a side line before you com- 
mence the examination. When you have examined her 
it is advisable to secure those parts which present them- 
selves favourably for delivery. In speaking of mal-pre- 
sentations I will take just one form which I think is the 
most ditficult viz., a front presentation where the head is 
lying back upon the loins and both fore feet pressed well 
back under the chest. In this form of mal-presentation 
I think it is good practice to first attempt to secure both 
fore legs at the knees and then search for the head before 
bringing any part of the foetus into the passage, but if the 
head cannot be reached then one leg, which ever is the 
most advantageous, should be exposed, and by gentle 
traction the operator may be able to secure the head. If | 
the head is secured first and brought into the passage | 
there will be great difficulty for want of room in getting 
the legs. There is no doubt that the most troublesome 
part to reach is the head and I sympathise with the man 





| fore measures are taken to remove it. 


possessed of a short arm who has a big cart mare for a 
patient. If delivery cannot be effected in the standing 
position let the patient lie down if she will, if not, she 
must be cast upon a deep bed of straw, great care must be 
used to lay her down as gently as possible, a violent fall 
might cause rupture of the uterus, When in the recum- 
bent position the head may be secured and relief ob- 
tained. A long hook will be found useful in drawing the 
head into position, but it requires great care to avoid in- 
jury. If delivery cannot be accomplished by these means 
I am afraid the only resource is embryotomy, which is a 
tedious operation. The limb which has been brought in- 
to the passage may first be severed from the body which 
will give more room to secure the head. In these re- 
marks I do not presume to teach the practitioner what 
he should do. I found that such cases were very easily 
talked of, but very difficult to successfully complete. In 
a case of this magnitude much time and labour must be 
spent before the mare is delivered, and her strength 
should be maintained by stimulants. The operator wiil 
also suffer from cramp in the fingers and arms, I found 
that plunging the arnis into cold water gave relief. After 
delivery the uterus should be washed with an antiseptic 
injection, and she will also require careful watching to 
guard against untoward results. 

Impervious os uteri may arise from simple spasm, in- 
duration, or complete obliteration. In the former time 
must be allowed, but not more than an hour if the pains 
are strong, and during that time dilatation can be very 
much assisted by the application of extract of belladonna 
to the os and a bag of hot bran applied to the loins, A 
dose of opium may also be administered if there is much 
uneasiness, and it is probable that when the part is again 
exvunined it will have responded to the treatment, and 
delivery will soon be accomplished in a natural presenta- 
tion. If the obstruction arises from induration then sur- 
gical measures must be used and the part opened by in- 
cision If there is complete obliteration, that part of the 
uterus which favourably presents itself must be carefully 
incised and the foetus and membranes removed as early 
as possible. There is no doubt that this operation is a 
formidable one with questionable results, but thanks to 
nature’s care we are not often called upon to perform 
it. 

Retention of the placenta is not so common in the mare 
as it is in the cow, this can be accounted for by the mem- 
branes being differently attached in the two animals, In 
the mare the attachment is formed coutinuously by small 
villi, but in the cow it is only adherent at certain parts, 
the connection being arranged by corresponding emin- 
ences called cotyledons, therefore the expulsion of the 
fuetal membranes in the mare can be much more easily 
effected. When the after-birth is retained it should not 
be allowed to remain more than 12 hours after labour be- 
In proceeding to 
extract it a towel should be used to hold it, gentle rota- 
tory traction may first be tried which is generally success- 
ful. Should it be ineffectual the hand and arm must be 
well lubricated with carbolic oil and introduced to remove 
the obstruction. If there should be slight hemorrhage 
alarm need not be occasioned, the injection of some cold 
water and disinfectant will cause contraction and bleed- 
ing will soon cease. If on the other hand there should be 
profuse hemorrhage a strong astringent should be added 
to the injection. Where there is no hemorrhage after 
the removal of the membranes [ think it is always advisa- 
ble to wash the uterus with a disinfectant as the mare is 
more subject to septic mischief than other animals. 
Either permanganate of potash, perchloride of mercury 
or carbolic acid may be used. 

After-pains are geverally due to contractions of the 


‘uterus after protracted labour, unless there is approach- 


ing metritis, which will be mentioned hereafter. Some- 
times a portion of the placenta being retained will cause 
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the pains. Relief is generally obtained by the adminis- 
tration of a few doses of sedative medicine if the pains 
arise from the efforts of the uterus to gain its normal 
position. 

Post-partwm hemorrhage or flooding is more common in 
the human subject than it is in the lower animals, still 
the veterinary surgeon is sometimes called upon to ren- 
der assistance, often his services are sought too late and 
the animal is in a state of collapse when he arrives. The 
symptoms of flooding are, if the bleeding is internal, 
weak pulse, blanched membranes, glassy appearance of 
the eye, sighing, cold sweats and staggering ; should there 
be external bleeding the large volume of blood will be 
diagnostic. The causes are injury to the womb during 
the act of foaling, forcible removal of the placental mem- 
branes, non-contraction of the uterus, or rupture. The 
treatment of course is to suppress the hawmorrhage as 
early as possible, either by the injection of a strong solu- 
tion of ferri perchlor or plugging with a large sheet dip- 
ped in the solution, cold water should also be applied to 
the loins and body. The condition of the mare should 
also be attended to. Whilst the veterinary surgeon is 
suppressing the hemorrhage a dose of whisky or brandy 
may be adininistered to which can be added a dose of 
opium if there is pain. Other medicines can be given if 
cavern as iron, salts of lead, ergot &. One might 

ave to attend such a case where the owner prohibits the 
use of alcohol for teetotal reasons, then recourse must be 
had to other remedies. 

Inversion of the uterus. Ina case of this description 
their is no need for me to describe the symptoms; on 
entering the box they will be very evident and of great 
volume, sufficient to make one feel that he would like to 
be out of the job. The causes are general weakness, non- 
contraction of the uterus, relaxation of broad ligaments 
and forcible removal of the placenta. Inversion may be 
partial or complete. In the former only the body of the 
uterus is inverted, and in the latter the cornua are also 
involved. Before proceeding to return the womb it 
should be placed upon a clean sheet and all impurities 
removed by careful washing with tincture of opium and 
cold water ; should the placenta be adherent, which is not 
very probable in the mare, it should be first carefully de- 
tached, there will also he some tumefaction if the in ver- 
sion has been of long duration, which will be reduced by 
the application of the water aud opium. If the uterus is 
cold and discoloured, warm water should be used. Some 
practitioners advise scarification of the part when there 
is much swelling, but [ cannot agree with this mode of 
treatment as it might lead to profuse hemorrhage or 
rupture, which would add considerably ;o the difficulty of 
reduction. To decrease the swelling it has been advised 
to have a broad piece of linen passed round the womb 
and well wetted with an astringent, the two ends drawn 
tight and the compression persevered with until the swell- 
ing is somewhat reduced. After the cleansing process we 
come to the most tedious and difficult part of the opera- 
tion, i.e., the return of the uterus to its proper position. 
There is generally a large mass to contend with which 
must be supperted on a level with the vulva, the mare 
standing. To support it two assistants are required and 
the easiest way to hold it in the proper position is to 
have strings tied on each corner of a sack and the ends 
fastened round the assistants shoulders who are facing 
each other, the sack can then be placed under the 
sheet aud the uterus raised or lowered as required, the 
assistants will also have their hands free to render further 
help when necessary. If there is much straining a twitch 
should be applied to the animal’s nose and a strong band 
tightly fixed round the body, the loins should be pinched 
and the tail elevated as much as possible. Tracheotomy 
has also been tried with good results. If there should 


be complete inversion the cornua might be first sought 
for and returned and the body then dealt with, the closed 





fist being applied to the fundus and gently pressed up to 
the vulva and the viscus manipulated with the other 
hand. It will be found a more difficult matter when 
only one hand is at liberty, therefore an assistant could 
gently press the fundus in the direction required, whilst 
both the operator’s hands would be free to effect reduc- 
tion. A pessary is also used, one end being applied to 
the fundus and pressure at the other end made by the 
operator’s chest. I tried it once, but soon abandoned it 
as useless. In returning the womb the pressure must be 
gentle, commencing with the parts next the vulva and 
when the animal strains the resistance must be only 
sufficient to keep in position the parts already returned. 
When the organ has been returned careful search should 
be made to ascertain if it is in its proper position, if itis 
not properly replaced the animal will continue to strain, 
when another examination should be made and the parts 
adjusted if possible or the case will do badly. A truss 
should then be applied and the hind parts well elevated, 
it would also be advisable to give a strong sedative and 
keep the patient standing for several hours afterwards if 
she is not too much exhausted. Sometimes the uterus is 
allowed to remain inverted too long before attention is 
given, a-d it is just possible that it is in a gangrenous 
condition when medical assistance is obtained, or it may 
be so lacerated or otherwise injured that it would be use- 
less to return it. In such a case the only alternative is 
amputation. In carrying out this operation care must 
be taken that there is no protrusion of intestine before 
applying the ligature. This operation has been performed 
with success. 

Rupture of the uterus may take place during parturition 
or afterwards. If it occurs during labour it is just possi- 
ble that the foetus will fall into the abdominal cavity, the 
mare suffers great pain and the expulsive efforts become 
weaker or may cease altogether. On examination the 
foetus cannot be found, and should a portion of intestine 
be discovered, which is not unlikely, the prognosis is un- 
favourable, and the most humane treatment is to end the 
animal’s sufferings. Rupture generally arises from either 
the weakness of some part of the organ, resistance of the 
foetus through mal-presentation to the expulsive efforts 
of the uterus, or an accident, perhaps when assistance is 
being rendered by one of the great number of empirics. 
(who usually pride themselves on their superior obstetric 
skill) violently thrusting his fist through the womb. [ 
also think that it may be caused by the mare throwiag 
herself down at the time of parturition. I remember one 
case when the animal had no doubt caused this lesion by 
her own violence, she was so very unruly it was dan- 
gerous to go near, and when I examined her [ could not 
feel anything, the uterus was a large cavity. At that 
time I had one arm in a sling, therefore I presented a 
sorry figure in the case. After several weak expulsive 
efforts a portion of the small intestines were presented 
and the animal was destroyed. If the rupture has taken 
place in the upper part of the organ it may be felt, but 
should the rent be in the lower part diagnosis is very 
difficult. The treatment of this complication is very 
unsatisfactory, especially when the lower part of the 
uterus is the seat of injury, the hemorrhage if it is 
profuse cannot be checked and death will soon take 
place either from loss of blood or peritonitis. If delivery 
has not been effected it should be carried out as early 
as possible and the foetal membranes must also be re- 
moved as carefully as possible, this will give the womb a 
chance of contracting which will help to control the 
hemorrhage. If contraction is retarded the hand should 
be introduced for some time, which will probably stimu- 
late it if the rupture is not extensive or at the bottom of 
the organ, cold water can be applied to the loins and an 
astringent given. Should there be straining, opium or 
a hypodermic injection of morphia must be administered 
and the animal’s strength supported with stimulant; 














Fune 25, 1892. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 





683 





&c. and a light laxative diet allowed. When the fcetus 
has fallen into the abdomen there is another operation 
to be performed, but being a very dreadful and unsuc- 
cessful one in this animal { will only mention it by name 
i.e. the Czsarian operation. I think I may say that 
there is not one of us in thisroom who would volunteer 
to perform it in a mare single-handed, which no doubt 
we should have todo. Rupture of the uterus after par- 
turition I think very seldom occurs, unless it is compli- 
cated with inversion of which I have alre:dy spoken. 
The next and I think the most frequent and fatal com- 
plication we have to deal with in the mare is 

Metritis, of which there are various forins. The animal 
may have had a comparatively easy time and to all 
appearances be fully recovered, or she may have had a 
very difficult labour in which assistance has been given 
and unavoidable injury to mucous membrane caused. 
About 48 hours afterwards or sooner she does not appear 
well and on examination the temperature has risen two 
degrees or more, her desire for food gone, non-secretion 
of milk, the coat is staring, the pulse hard and considera- 
bly increased in number of beats per minute, colicky 
pains, mouth hot and clammy, respiration hurried, injec- 
ted mucous membrane, straining and swelling of the 
vulva with a discharge of a reddish tinged fluid which is 
very diagnostic. This disease generally arises from sep- 





aud were treated in the usual way with physic, aconite, 
poultices, exercise and light diet. 

Gentlemen, in thanking you for the patient attention 
you have given me I must apologise for this very simple 
and crude production and the cursory manner in which I 
have treated the various complications, each of which 
| could have been more ably dealt with by many in this 
/room. It was with great reluctance that I promised to 
| read a paper, but respect for our worthy president and a 
| desire to help on our young association stimulated me to 
_make the attempt. If it produces a good discussion and 

adds something, however small, to our stock of know 
ledge, I shall feel that my feeble endeavours have not been 
| the means of wasting your valuable time. 





Mr. Pickering proposed, and Mr. Nettleton seconded 
that the discussion be adjourned until the next meeting: 
Carried. 
| The resolutions which had been submitted by the 
| Central Veterinary Society were next considered; Are 
| you in favour of a higher general education? Are you in 
| ome of a four years’ course of study /—They were 
| unanimously voted in the affirmative. 





The meeting then closed with a vote of thanks to the 
chairman. 


tic matter being introduced into the blood by some | 


means, either from retention of the placenta, poisoning 
of the injured parts in a difficult labour, or infection 
—possibly conveyed by the operator who previous to be- 
ing called in has been attending, a case of injury where 
there is a discharge of feetid matter, and his hands and 
clothing have not been thoroughly disinfected. The 
removal of a dead foetus by embryotomy may also cause 
it. Simple metritis may arise from exposure to cold, 
but I think the majority of cases arise from septic mis- 
chief. This disease is of such a serious and rapid nature 
that energetic means must be applied to check it as 
quickly as possible. The uterus should first receive 
attention, by being thoroughly washed out with a strong 
solution of carbolic acid one to 25 and any abraded 
parts may be dressed with carbolic acid loz. olive oil 
100z. and eucalyptus oil 407. This should be done at 
least twice a day until the dangerous symptoms are 
abating. Some practitioners no doubt prefer the solu- 
tion of permanganate of potash, but | like the acid 
carbolic because of its sedative as well as antiseptic pro- 
perties. Internally salicylic acid, or large doses of quinine 
have been found beneficial, and a dose of linseed oil and 
tincture of opium may also be administered if there is 
much pain and constipation. Hot blankets may be 
applied to the loins and mustard to the abdomen if the 
pain continues, and should there be much exhaustion 
stimulants in gruel may be administered. I will not say 
more respecting the treatment of this grave complaint 
but I hope that someone will be able to enlighten me 
considerably as to the most satisfactory mode of treat- 
ment. It is perhaps not necessary for me to advise the 
exercise of caution against inoculation of the hands and 
arms when treating metritis or in making « post-mortem 
examination. It may not be out of place to mention | 
here that after-pains in ewes some seasons are very pre- 
valent and destructive, which is no doubt due to septic | 
mischief. The best remedy I found was pure carbolic 
acid 2dr. water 100z. the mixture to be put into a long | 
necked bottle, the hind part of the animal placed in an | 
upright position and the antiseptic poured in. 

Parturient laminitis is the last complicat 
trouble you with, and usually occurs about two days 
after abortion or foaling, but what gives rise to it I will 
not pretend to say for I do not know. The only cases | 
have attended occurred after difficult delivery of a dead 
foal. The animals had the usual symptoms of laminitis 


ion I oat 


| ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 
tae 

| The Annual Dinner of the Army Veterinary 
Department took place at the Whitehall Rooms, 
Hotel Metropole, on Friday, 17th inst.. when the 
following officers were present :— 

Vet. Colonel J. D. Lambert, C.B. (in the chair) 
Vet. Lieut. Colonels: G. A. Oliphant. W. B. Walters, 
| F. Duck, H. Thomson; Vet. Majors: J. Kettle, 
| J. Reilly, J. Hammond, B. L. Glover, J. A. Woods; 
| Vet. Captains: J. W. Evans, J. Mathews, G. D. 
| Whitfield, B. A. W. Powell, J. Burton, J. K. Grainger, 
|W. B. Spooner, 'T. Flintoff, J. D. Edwards, I. Smith, 
/R. H. Ringe, T. A. Killick, J. B. Savage, R. Moore, 
EF. Raymond, J.T. Dibben, C. Rutherford, K. Lees, 
|E. H. Kelly; Vet. Lieuts: A. F. Appleton, 1. 
| Marriott, K. R. C. Butler, G. C. O. Fowler, K, J. 
|Lawson. A, G. Seath, KF. D, Hunt. E. BE. Martin, 

H. B. Knight, HA. Sullivan; and the following 
retired officers, Principal Veterinary Surgeon, Dr. 
|G. Fleming, C.B., Inspecting Veterinary Surgeon, 
|W. Appleton ; and Messrs, A. A. Jones, and W. 
Pallin. 


ARMY VETERINARY 


A correspondent writes : 


A paragraph from The Army vid Navy Gazette which 
appeared in The Veterinary Record of last week requires 
The Editor states that an apology 


TITLES, 


some explanation. 


| was due to Veterinary Colonel Lambert, because in the list 


of officers present at the dinner of officers of the 17th 
17th Lancers The Director General of the Army Veterinary 
Department, was included among the colonels. The Royal 
Warrant for pay and promotion 1891, as amended by Royal 


Warrant of 26th September, 1891, granted substantive(real 
actual, absolute) ranks to tl 
| nary Department, and state 
precedence, and other advantages 
dicated by the military portion 
tary portio 
Colonel. 


ie officers of the Army Veteri- 
d that these ranks shall carry 
, attaching to them in- 
of the title. The mili- 
n of the Director General’s title is that of 
His name was therefore properly included 
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amongst those of the officers of that rank. In my 
opinion his C.B. entitled him to seniority over all 
Colonels not so decorated, and it is not improbable that 
the Editor of the Army and Navy Gazette will soon ac- 
knowledge that justice has not even been done to the 
Director General in the paragraph quoted from the 
columns of his journal. 








Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 





A special meeting of the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeuns was held at the College, Red Lion 
Square, on Thursday, June 16th, when W. T. Mulvey 
Esq., the new president, occupied the chair. The mem- 
bers of the Council present were Prof. Penberthy, Prof. 
Edgar, Vet.-Major Oliphant, Vet.-Capt Raymond, 
Messrs. Trigger, Burnett, Hunting, Fraser, F. W. Wragg, 
J. F. Simpson, Mason, H. Merrick, E. Beddard, J. W. 
Barford, Mr. Thatcher, solicitor, and Mr. A. W. Hill, 
secretary. 

The notice of meeting having been read by the secre- 
a the minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
Tead, 

The following gentiemen wrote regretting their ina- 
bility to be present.—Prof. Walley, Mr. Wheatley, Mr. 
Taylor, Mr. Nisbett and Mr. Kidd. 


PRESENTATIONS TO LIBRARY. 


The following presentations to the library were 
announced—from Mr. Vaughan, the 4th edition of 
Strangeway’s Anatomy and a pamphlet from Vet.-Capt 
Matthews. 

A vote of thanks was unanimously accorded to the 
donors. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters were read from various vice-presidents thank- 
ing the Council for their election, and also a further sup- 
plemental letter from Sir Henry Simpson to the Privy 
Council. “Since I forwarded my further memorandum 
it has transpired that no member of the Board of Exam- 
iners now remains on the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. No such event has happened 
since the incorporation of the Royal College in 1844. A 
deadlock has consequently ensued in arranging the pro- 
fessional examinations which it is proposed to remove by 
adopting the following resolution which is to be moved 
by Mr. Hunting at a Council meeting to be held on 
Thursday next. ‘ That a conference of teachers, exam- 
iners, and members of Council be called to consider the 
arrangement of the professional examinations, especially 
as the number of examinations and the subjects to be 
examined upon.’ It seems hardly necessary to puint out 
that if the prayer of the said Royal College is granted 
with regard to article 6 viz., ‘ That no member of Coun- 
cil shall be eligible to be elected as an examiner, and that 
no examiner shall be eligible for election as a member of 
Council.’ That from time to time similar resolutions 
to that abcut to be moved by Mr. Hunting must be 
adopted to fully and fairly discuss subjects relating ‘to the 
professional examinations, and that it is inexpedient 
therefore to grant the prayer of the petition in regard to 
article 6. It is probable the Royal College now feel that 
their position on this point is untenable and it would be 
desirable to ascertain if they will withdraw article 6 from 
the petition or agree to a compromise proposed by me 
(see my memorandum of April last) that not more than 
one-fourth of the Council shall be examiners and that 
these examiners shall not take part in the election of any 





examiner. The principals of all the teaching colleges in 
Great Britain are members of Council and would attend 
the suggested conference as such.” 
(Signed) Henry Simpson. 
Gordon House, Windsor, 
June 14th, 1892. 

It was decided to defer the consideration of this letter 

till later in the meeting. 


EXAMINATION FOR FELLOWSHIP DEGREE. 


The Secretary read the report of the examiners for 
the Fellowship Degree which showed that the following 
gentlemen had successfully passed the examination for 
the degree viz., Messrs. W. T. Wilson, M. G. Byerley, S. 
F. Willows, G. Howe, C. W. Page, F. W. Watchorn, 
Vet.- Lieut. T. Marriott, W. G. Jones, E. Beddard and R. 
Roberts. 

All the examiners for the Fellowship Degree at pre- 
sent standing on the list were re-elected. 


THE ELECTION oF COMMITTEES. 
PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Hunt1ne proposed, and Mr. Fraser seconded, that 
the Parliamentary Committee should be deleted from the 
list, whereupon Mr. Trigger moved, and Mr. Beddard 
seconded an amendment that the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee remain. 

The PresipEnt then put the amendment and declared 
it to be carried. 

Mr. TriaceEr: I shall move that only three additional 
names be added in the places of Dr. Fleming, Mr. Mal- 
colm, and Sir Henry Simpson. 

Mr. Huntine: And in place of the three other gen- 
tlemen who have never attended the Council during the 
twelve months. ‘ 

Vet.-Capt. Raymonp: Might we have the names read 
out. 

The Secretary: The list at present is Mr. Barford, 
Prof. Brown, Mr. Cartledge, Gen. Sir F. FitzWygram, 
Mr. Mason, Prof. Penberthy, Vet.-Capt. Raymond, Mr. 
J. Simpson, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Trigger, and Mr. Whit- 
tle. 

Mr. Huntine: I have several names to propose viz., 
Prof. Williams, Prof. McCall, Vet.-Major Oliphant, Mr. 
Merrick, Mr. Beddard and Mr. Hartley. 

Prof. PEnspertuy: I[ will second that with exception 
of the gentlemen who have never attended any Com- 
mittee. 

Prof. Epear: Is it true that these gentlemen have in 
the past performed the functions claimed of them by the 
Council! Did they not render valuable services in get- 
ting the Veterinary Surgeons Act in 1881 and as they 
have not been called together during the past year how 
are they responsible for not having attended. 

Mr. Huntine: Is it not a fact that Prof. Simmons 
rendered very valuable services in getting the Charter in 
1844? Don’t you think we ought to have him on this 
Committee ! 

The Presipent: It is really not necessary that we 
should put anybody on. The usual way has been to 
move the re-appointment of each committee with the 
addition of certain names to serve in the place of those 
who retire. 

Mr. Huntine: No, I beg pardon. The number has 
never been regulated or defined. 

Prof. Pensertuy: I shall propose that those gentle- 
men now members of the Council who served on the 
Parliamentary Committee last year be re-elected. 

Mr. Trice@er : | will second that. 

Mr. Huntine: Would it not be simpler to apply that 
to the whole of the committees at once that those men 
should remain and nobody else be added ? 

Mr. Triecer: Oh no. 

Prof. Pensertay: We have left that out. 
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The Preswpenr: Perhaps someone will propose the 
re-appointment of the committee with the addition of 
iy whom they think fit. 

r. HuntiNG : I will propose that, Mr. President. 

Mr. Triccer: At what stage do we arrive at the 
ballot ? 

The Prestpent: It has not been usual to ballot for 
committees, the question is whether you won’t make the 
committees unnecessarily large. 
members on. 

Mr. Huntine: And [have 11 more to go on. 

Prof. Pensertay: You cannot have too, many if it is 
to get Parliamentary influence. 

Prof. PENBERTHY’s resolution was then put and carried 

Mr. James Simpson :—I beg to propose Mr. Wragg’s 
name. 

The Secretary :—The names proposed are Messrs. 
Wragg, Professors Williams and McCall, Vety.-Col. 
Oliphant, Mr. Merrick, Mr. Beddard and Mr. Hartley. 

Mr. Wraae :—I beg to move Mr. Hunting. 

Mr. Huntine :—I object entirely. I would not be on 
such a Committee. 

Mr. Triccrr:—After the remarks that have been 


There are already 11 | 











made as to the Parliamentary Committee being already | 
large, I will move that no further addition be made to it. | 

Mr. Fraser :—I will second that. 

Mr. Huntine :—I submit that according to our Charters | 
and bye-laws you cannot do that without a ballot and | 
you cannot object to the nomination of any gentleman 
in this room and we will have a ballot for every Com- | 
mittee to-day. 

The Prestpent :—We have never balloted for Com- | 
mittee before. I do nut think any useful purpose | 
would be served by a ballot. It would only really be a/| 
waste of time and delay the business of the Council 

Mr. Huntine :—I endeavoured to save time by doing | 
away with a rubbishing Committee. 

The Prestipent:—That may be your opinivn, Mr. 
Hunting, but it is.not necessary that it should be the 
opinion of the Council. I must ask you to bow to the 
majority, if, of course, you insist on a ballot we are bound | 
to carry it out. 

Mr. Huntine :—Then I[ will withdraw. (Cheers). 

Mr. TRigGER’s resolution was then carried, 

The Prestpent :—Then we may take it that the Com- 
mittee stands as it is. 


THE CHARTER COMMITTEE. 


On the motion of Mr. Triacer seconded by Mr. | 
Fraser, the whole Council was appointed as the Charter | 
Committee. 


GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE. 


The PrestpEnt :—There is a long list on this Com- | 
mittee, but there are several gentlemen who have retired 

Mr. Huntine@ :—I think we ought to have some of the 
new members on this Committee. 

Mr. James Simpson:—There the argument would 
come in that the names of those gentlemen who fail to 
attend this Committee, which is frequently called to- 
gether, should be struck out. 

Mr. Triccer :—We might appoint the Committee de | 
novo. 

Several nominations were then given in. 


| Mr. Trigger, 
| be nominated and the committee 
| above names. 


Committee / 


the Council to the 
| done its work and ought to be retained. 


Bye-laws Committee. 


| Committee has at present any business in hand ¢ 


ReGistRaATION CoMMITTEE. 


Mr. Huntine: I beg to propose that the following old 
members of the committee be retained, Messrs. Fraser, 
Mr. Hunting, Mr. Mason, Prof. Penberthy, Vet.-Capt. 
Raymond, Mr, Simpson, Mr. Trigger, Mr. Wheatley, Mr. 
Wragg, and Mr. Merrick. 

Mr. Merrick: And Mr. Beddard. 

Mr. Wracae : Vet.-Col. Oliphant. 

These names were agreed to, and the Committee ap- 
pointed. 

EXAMINATION COMMITTER. 


This Committee was appointed to consist of the whole 
Council. 
Byz-Laws ComMirrer, 


Mr. Mason :—I propose Mr. Barford, Gen. Sir F. 
FitzWygram, Mr. Hunting, Mr. Kidd, Mr. Simpson, 
Prof. Walley, Prof. Williams, Mr. Wragg, Vety.-Capt. 
Raymond. 

Mr. James Simpson :—Was not this Committee ap- 
pointed because there was a general revision of the bye- 
laws of the College. 

The Prestpent :—That was the object of it. 

Mr. Simpson :—Cannot the duties devolving upon the 
members be merged into the General Purposes Com- 


| mittee ? 


Prof. Encar :—Then [ will propose that it be deleted. 

Mr. Fraser:——I will second that. 

The Resolution was carried. 

Finance ComMITrree. 

Mr. Huntine:-—I will propose that the following 
names stand; Mr. Fraser, Mr. Wragg, Mr. Simpson, 
Mr. Beddard and Mr. Hartley. 

Mr. Wraae :—And Mr. Barford. 

Mr. Mason :—I propose Mr, Hunting, Prof. Penberthy 
Vety.-Capt. Raymond and Mr, Burnett 
include all the 


LipraRyY AND Muszum ComMIrrer. 
Mr. 


This Committee was appointed as follows: 


| Burnett, Prof. Edgar, Mr. Kidd, Prof. Penberthy, Vety.- 
Capt. Raymond, Mr. James Simpson, Mr. Hunting, Mr. 
| Mason and Gen. Sir F. FitzWygram. 


Foreign aNp CoLontaL Scuoots ComMIrresr, 
Mr. Huntine:—I shall propose that this Committee 


be deleted. 


Mr. Barror»:—And I will second it. 
Mr. TuHarcuer (Solicitor):—There are one or two 


| matters which will have to engage the attention of this 
| Committee before long. 


Mr. Huntine :-~Is it not the work of the Registration 
There is nothing very special about it. 

Mr. J. Simpson :—If matters have been referred from 
Committee I maintain it has not 


Mr. Huntine :—-That same argument applies to the 


Mr. Simpson :—I see a great distinction; the Bye- 


‘laws Committee have reported to the Council and finished 
their work. 


The Prestpent:—I should like to ask whether this 
Has 


The Secretary :—The gentlemen at present proposed | any business been sent from the Council to this Com 


are Mr. Barford, Prof. Edgar, Genl. Sir. Frederick Fitz-_ 
Wygram, Mr. Fraser, Mr. Hunting, Prof. Penberthy, | 
Vety.-Capt. Raymond, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Wheatley, Mr. | 
Merrick and Mr. Wragg. | 
Prof. Penpertuy : | would add Mr. Trigger. 
Mr. Wrage: And Vet.-Col. Oliphant. 
Mr. Mereicx : And Mr. Beddard. 
The Committee consisting of the above names was then 


appointed. 


mittee / 


Mr. Tuarcuer .—Not since they gave in their report 
Mr. Huntina’s proposition was then put and carried. 


DINNER COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Hunttne :—I propose the deletion of the Com- 


mittee. 


Prof. Evaar :—I will second it. . 
The Prestpent:—My idea is to appoint a Dinner Com- 
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mittee at the meeting of Council immediately before the 
annual meeting. 
The resolution was carried. 


ComMMITTEE OF FaRRIExs CoMPANY. 


The Prestpent :—I have to bring to your notice this 
Committee for the Farriers’ Company. I find that a 
portion of that Committee retires biennially according to 
their scheme, aud that the time is upon the 21st: of 
July next. Perhaps it would be better to wait until the next 
Council meeting, I do not think it would be wisea month 
before to appoint somebody who may have to retire. 

Mr. Huntina:—I may say we as a body have had no 
official communication as to this Committee and the 
members retiring biennially. 

The Presipent :—It is on the scheme. 

Mr. Huntina:—This scheme has never been sub- 
mitted to us at all since Prof. McCall was President. 

Mr. Simpson :—I do not think there is any doubt about 
its being submitted to the Council. I think we might 
ballot for the gentleman who retire in July, but leave the 
actual election until that month. 

Mr. TriaGer :—We shall probably before the 21st of 
July have an intimation from the Farriers’ Company 
that certain gentlemen have retired according to the 
scheme and are eligible for re-election. 

Prof. PENBERTHY :—I beg to propose that the con- 
sideration cf this matter be deferred until the next 
quarterly meeting. 

Prof. Epagar :—I will second that. 
was carried. 


The resolution 


CoNFERENCE OF PRINCIPALS, EXAMINERS, AND MeEm- 
BERS OF COUNCIL. 


Mr. Huntina: I beg to propose “ That a conference 
of teachers, examiners and members of Council be called 
to consider the arrangement of the professional examina- 
tion, especially as to the number of examinations, and 
the subjects to be examined upon.” My motive in put- 
ting that resolution is this, that we have already approved 
the principle of the four years scheme, and it now only 
remains for us to settle the details upon the very best 
possible basis. I think to settle it properly and 
thoroughly we should have all the talent we can possibly 
get to assist us, and we should best get that by asking 
the co-operation of the teachers of the schools and of the 
examiners. I may say also what the motion was not put 
down for, It was not because this Council had come to 
a deadlock as has been related to the Privy Council, it 
was not what we were intellectually unable to do this 
work ourselves. It was as a matter of courtesy to the 
schools to show that we do not want to annoy them in 
any way, that we do not want to interfere with their 
teavhing or to put on subjects which they think un- 
necessary. What we wish is to work honestly and fairly 
by the schools, and to treat them with all the courtesy 
that they deserve. Most certainly it requires an excessive 
amount of assurance to say that because we have asked 
for this conference we have arrived at a deadlock. Look 
round this table and tell us honestly whether the absent 
faces (“ You won’t see them,” laughter) the absent intelli- 
gencies would have assisted in any great degree to form 
a decent educational scheme? (hear, hear). I will now 
simply move that the resolution be adopted. 

Mr. TriccerR: I should like to understand rather more 
about this resolution. Is it proposed that these gentle- 
men are to be paid their expenses for attending? 

The Preswwent: Certainly not, they are to be merely 
invited. 

Mr. TriaceR: Where is it proposed that the conference 
should be held ? 

The Presipent: That it should be held here in 
London, 





| 


Prof. Epgar: I was going to propose an amendment 
to the resolution, but 1 see it has not yet been se- 
conded. 

Mr. James Simpson: I shall be very glad to second it 
because I think that these schvols and the teachers of 
the schools should be consulted in every possible way. 
I do not think I ought to say any more. 

Prof. Enaar: Then I will propose as an amendment 
that each school should be represented by two teachers. 
I do not think it isright to have the resolution “ That 
a conference of teachers.” It is quite possible that we 
should have the whole of the teachers up and they could 
quite swamp the Council in any resolution that they 
desired to move. I think that the teaching staff of each 
school may be perfectly fairly represented by its Princi- 
pal and any other representatives of the staff of each 
school that the Council may choose or the Principal 
nominate. 

Vety.-Capr. Raymonp:--I beg to move an amend- 
ment and in doing so I wish to say that I quite approve 
of the motion except in one item and that is instead of 
‘- Teachers ’’ I should like to see “ Principals” put in, 
because I have taken a great deal of trouble to endeavour 
to understand the views of the teachers as represented in 
the schedule which Mr. Thatcher was kind enough to 
print, and I am bound to say that the whole thing is so 
terribly involved that if these gentlemen all come to con- 
sult with us we shall be more fogged than ever. 

Mr. Huntine :—I will alter my resolution in favour 
of your suggestion at once and make it read “ That a 
Conference of Principals of Schools, Examiners and Mem- 
bers of Council be called,” ete. 

Mr. Jamxes Simpson :—As seconder of Mr. Hunting’s 
motion I do not quite see how I can accede to his wish, 
because I am not satisfied that every Principal takes a 
very active part in the teaching. If I could see my way 
to believe that it would be another matter. 

Vet.-Capt. RayMonp:-—-We want the official mouth- 
piece from each school to represent to us the collective 
ideas of that school. If each teacher comes here and 
speaks separately the result will be this:—he considers 
his own subject paramount, and each scheme that he will 
suggest will be an arrangement which will bring out in 
this scheme his subject and no other, and therefore I 
think the best thing to do is to have the Principals, who 
will sift the opinions of the teachers and bring us the 
result. 

The Presipent:—Might [ suggest that you use the 
words “a representative from each school” instead of 
“the Principals of the school.” 

Vet.-Capt. Raymonp:—No, sir, the Principal of the 
school is the official representative of the school, and 
nothing that does not come from the Principal is official, 
or has any value to us as a Council. 

Prof. Encar :—I submit that from the summary of 
the remarks of the teachers that has been put before us 
there is a divided opinion in the schools on this matter. 
Consequently one representative from each College cannot 
represent the views of those on both sides. Therefore I 


| shall let my amendment stand “ That the Principal of each 


school (as a matter of courtesy) and a further representa- 
tive from the staff of each school either chosen by the 
Principal or nominated by the Council.” I think per- 
haps the latter would be the wisest plan and take away 
any invidious distinctions and the necessity for any such 
personal matter as the Principal choosing anyone. The 
Council I think should select a representative to be sent 
from each of the schools. 

Mr. Triccer:—I shall second that amendment. I 
think myself that all the arguments are in favour of this 
suggestion. It seems to me that Capt. Raymond’s argu- 
ment absolutely proves Mr. Edgar’s case. If we are 
going to meet delegates from the teaching schools surely 
we as members of the Council would gain by hearing 
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their different views. I think you will do very well if 
you take two representatives from each college. 

The PrestpEent :—I will now put Mr. Edgar’s amend- 
ment which is as follows : “That a conference of teachers, 
two representatives of each school, one of whom must be 
the Principal, examiners and members of Council be 
called to consider the arrangement of the professional 
examination, especially as to the number of examinations 
and the subjects to be examined upon.”’ 

Mr. Huntine :—Might I ask who is going to do the 
selection / 

The Presipent :—The Council. 

Mr. Huntinea:—Thep if you select a man that the 
Principal does not like you would, I suppose, get him a 
new situation when the Principal sacked him. (Laughter.) 

The Presipent then put Mr. Edgar’s amendment to 
the meeting and declared it lost, 5 voting in its favour 
and 6 against. 


Mr. Huntine’s original motion as amended, inserting 


“ Principals of Schools” for “Teachers,” was then put 
and carried. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


COLD SHOEING. 





In the discussion on Vet -Colonel Thompson’s 
aper on “ Military Horses and their Management ” 
rd Wolseley spoke on shoeing as follows :— 

“In the genera] question of training horses in bar- 
racks to prepare them for war, comes this question 
on shoeing. Now I know it is a very delightful 
thing to have in the neighbourhood of your stable a 
very experienced farrier, a man who is thoroughly 
good at fitting and making shoes for horses. But, 
geutlemen, what are you to do on active service ? 
Do you think there is anyone in the world who has 
ever served long with cavalry in the field v ho 


imagines for a moment that it would be possible | 


during an active campaign in Kirope to carry with 


a cavalry division all that would be required to | 


make shoes for each individual horse ? 

The notion involves an absurdity, and it is only 
gentlemen who are ignorant of war, of its possibili- 
ties and impossibilities, who still cling to the old- 
fashioned peace idea that you can carry about with 
you enough farriers, enough forges, enough material 
to make shoes for a cavalry division in the field be- 
fore an enemy. But even supposing you could carry 
all the implements about, you would not have time 
—you would be too much on the move to make the 
shoes you required daily. Cavalry, if well handled, 
ought to be so constantly on the move during active 
service that it would be an absolute impossibility to 


make shoes for a cavalry force during the progress | 


of a campaign. 
In discussing this matter we are too prone to think 


of what is convenient to us during peace, without 
reflecting upon what is likely to be the actual con- 
dition of things during war. I wish to impress up- 


on you, gentlemen, that it was with a view to the 
exigencies of war and not for the sake of economy 
that the present system of cold shoeing was deliber- 
ately adopted in the army. 


I know that the words 
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“ cold shoeing” are like a red rag to a bull to agreat 
number of people. When cold shoeing was first in- 
troduced into the army, we made careful inquiry in 
London as to the practice which held good for the 
great bulk of horses used there in ordinary work, 
| both in carriages and in hacks, and it was found—I 
cannot exactly tell you the proportion—that the 
| great bulk of all horses in London are shod with cold 
shoes, and they had been so for many years before 
| cold shoeing was introduced into the army. I have 
no doubt, whatever, that the horses of a large num- 
| ber of those who are most opposed to cold shoeing, 
are always shod in London with cold shoes without 
| their knowledge. We found that the horses of the 
very men who most opposed the introduction of cold 
shoeing into the army, bad in some cases been shod 
for years with cold shoes without their even finding 
| it out. 
| But to look back, it is because we cannot make 
'shoes for our horses on active service, that we are 
| obliged to adhere to the present system of cold shoe- 
|ing in the army; and | believe that the present 
| arrangement, by which, during peace, 25 per cent. 
of the shoes in a cavalry regiment are made by the 
regimental farriers, provides sufficient instruction 
for all the farriers that we should require in the field 
during war. 
| That is, of course, only my own view, which I 
\state for what it is worth. It is based upon my 
own experience of war; it isno theory, but a deduc- 
tion from what I know myself of the conditions of 


active service.” 





Cheese Making and Infection. 

Dr. P. F. Macgregor, M.B., Medical Officer of Health, 
writing to the British Medical Jowrnal says ; “ It isa very 
| general practice of local authorities in Scotland, when 
| infectious disease exists at a dairy farm, to allow cheese 
'to be manufactured while the distribution of milk and 
butter is stopped. Recently I took the opportunity of 
attending a class of instruction in cheese making in this 
neighbourhood, but I was unable to find anything in the 
process destructive to disease germs. The highest tem- 
| perature to which the material was subjected in this in- 
| stance was 102° F., and the acidity produced by fermen- 
| tation was never appreciable to taste. The fermentation 
was stopped by the addition of common salt in the pro- 
portion of 1lb. to 56lbs, of curd, [ have never known 
of cheese carrying infection ; but should its manufacture 


be permitted on infected premises ! 








Three Men Killed by Drinking Water. 

How much water is it possible to drink at a sitting ! 
| Three men competed against one another at Argenteuil 
‘on Monday,last. The winner swallowed twelve quarts, 
the second nine, and the third seven. All of them died 
| very soon after their feat was over. 


| 

| High Jumping by Horses. 

| In 1877, a correspondence was started in Th Field 
as to the height of wall which a horse carrying 4 rider 
could clear, 1t began with the record that, with the 
Duke of Beaufort’s hounds, Major Bayley, “on a little 
Irish blood horse,” cleared 5ft. 3in. It was not to be 
supposed that this would be accepted as a maximum ; 
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and “ Veritas” came forward to testify that, at Rugeley 
Fair, an Irish dealer rode a horse over a wall—dividing 
the road from a paddock—which, on being measured, 
was found to be six feet high. Prior to the leap, the 
price asked for this horse was £30; when he had cleared 
the wall, the owner asked, and got, £50; and the horse 
was sold, before the close of the fair, for £100. This 
story was capped by Mr. W. Caldwell, who reported 
that he saw a Roscommon horse, near Boyle, clear a 
wall 6ft. 3in. in height; and Invertilt records, in the 
same paper, that he saw an Irish horse, near Paisley, clear 
a wall’ 6ft. high, and 1ft. wide at the top. This jump 
was done for a bet, i.e. that the horse did not clear 6ft ; 
and all particulars were carefully ascertained. To these 
letters another correspondent replied that, at a Dublin 
Horse Show, a grey named Jack Spring three times 
crossed a wall 6ft. 6in. high. And the series of letters 
closed with one from J. H. Peyton (Castlebar, co. Mayo), 
who declared that there had been many 6ft. jumpers in 
the French Park -tables, and that Mr. P. Davis was 
ready to offer a wager that he, being 15st. in weight, 
would produce a horse which would clear 6ft. with him on 
his back. And Mr. Peyton further stated that in Kil- 
dare, Meath, Westmeath, Carlow, and Kilkenny, “ 6ft. 
jumpers may be found to this day.””—Live Stock Journal 


Communications, Books, AnD Papers RECEIVED :—-Messrs. 
J. M. Parker, W. Awde, E. G. Johnson; ‘Journal of 
Comparative Medicive and Vet. Archives’ (New York). 


Original articles and reports should be written on one 
side only of the paper, and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matters 
worth bringing under the notice of the profession, and 
thankful to any friends who may send us cuttings from 
local papers, containing facts of interest. 


Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham 
Road, S.W. 
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Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 





Bompay V.M.A. 
Pres 
Hon. Sec: 8. K. Nariman, Esq.. M.b., B.s.c., L.Vv.8¢. 
ff Hon. Sec: Mr. J. D. Parokh, G.s.v.c., Bombay Vet. Coil. 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. Pender, m.n.c.v.s., Lockerbie. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Armstrong, M.R.c.v.s., Penrith, Cumberland 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October. 


Caucutra V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Greenhill, m.x.c.v.s. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah. 


Centra V.M.A 
Pres: Mr. W. Roots, M.R.c.v.s., 
: 13 Winchester Street, London, S.E. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. G. Rogers, m.R.c.v.s., . 
170 Brompton Road, London, 8.W. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. F. Low, m.x.c.v.s., Norwich. 
Hon. Sec.: Mr. W. Shipley, Jnr., Southtown, Gt. Yarmouth 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July. 


Ver. Mep. Assn. or IRELAND. 
Pres: Mr. C. Steel, r.n.c.v.s., 188 Clonliffe-road, Dublin. 
Hon, Sec Mr. J. McKenny, .x.c.v.s., 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin. 





LancasHirE V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Woods, r.8.c.v:s., Standish Gate, Wigan. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, ™.8.c.v.s., 
Quay Street, Manchester. 
Meetings, 2nd Wednesday in March, June, Sept., & Dec, 


LiycotnsHirE V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. T. E. Smith, m.n.c.v.s., Market Rasen 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Smith, m.x.c.v.s., Huntingdon. 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb., June and October. 


Mipianp Countries V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. F. W. Barling, m.n.c.v.s., Ross, Hereford 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, M.R.0c.Vv.s., 
High St,. West Bromwich. 
Meetings, Second Friday in Feb., May, November, 
Second Tuesday in August. 


Natronan Ver. ASssocraTIon. 
Pres: Prof. J. McCall, Veterinary College, Buccleuch St., 
Glasgow 
Sec: Mr. John Malcolm, r.x.c.v.s., Birmingham. 
Sec. of Prov. Com: Mr. D. Weir, M.8.¢.v.8., 
89 Grant-street, Glasgow 


* Nortu or Eneuanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. G. R. Dudgeon, o.n.c.v.s., Sunderland. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. A. Hancock, M.R.¢.v.s., 
Forest Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Roya, Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H. Lepper, .r.c.v.s., Aylesbury. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Sutcliffe Hurndall, m.n.c.v.s., 
Sussex Villas, Cornwall Gardens, South Kensington. 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


Royat Scorrisu V.S. 
Pres: Mr. Reid, m.r.c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, m.n.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshir 


Royat VETERINARY CoLLEGe M.A. 


Pres: Mr. Wild. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. F. Wilson. 


ScorrisHh Merroponirran V.M.S§. 
Pres: Mr. Jas. Clarke, ¥.2.c.v.s., Coupar-Angnus. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Moir, m.r.c.v.s., 9 Kilmain Terr. Edinbre 


Sour DurHam AND NorrH YorksHIrE V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. F. R. Stevens, m.R.c.v.s., Darlington. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, F.R.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 


SovuTHERN Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. F. Simpson, r.R.c.v.s., Maidenhead. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. C. Pack, m.R.c.v.s., Lymington, Hants. 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


SoutrH Waxes aNnp MonmovuruHsHire V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. D. M. Storrar, m.n.c.v.s., Abergavenny. 
Hon Sec. Mr. A. C. Stewart, m.n.c.v.s., Cardiff. 
Meetings, First Thursday in March, and Autumn. 


Western Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. G. H. Elder, m.n.c.v.s., Taunton, Somerset 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Harvey Bloye, M.R.c.v.s., 
Ebrington Street, Plymouth. 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March and September. 


; West or Scornanp V.M.A, 
Pres: Mr. D. Allan, m.R.c.v.s., Clarkston-by-Busby, Glasgow 
Hon. Sec : Mr. W. Anderson, F.8.c.v.s., West Nile-st. Glasgow 


_ YorksHrre V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. G. E. Bowman, Woodhouse Lane, Leeds. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. F. Greenhalgh, m.n.c.v.s., 
110 North-street, Leeds. 
Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April, July, and October. 
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